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Museum on Main 
and 

Gallery on Galena 
Our collection includes 

more than 8,100 
artifacts, displayed to 
preserve and interpret 

local history.  
The MoM is housed in 

an 1855 Illinois 
Historic Landmark 

Building at  
110 East Main Street. 

The GoG is in the 
former Legion Hall, 
550 North Galena.  

Museum Hours: 
Saturdays: 9 to 2 

Gallery Hours:  
First Saturdays: 10-1 

CURRENTLY, 
both museums are open by 

APPOINTMENT ONLY.  
But call Cele anytime: 

815.646.4353. 

Admission is free, 
and our volunteers 

will show you 
around. 

For private tours, 
call Ed Waca  

at 815.646.4016. 
Board of Directors 

2020-2021 

 

“And the Beat Goes on . . . History Has Turned the Page, uh - huh.” 
As we cope with each new heartbreaking development in the COVID crisis, many 
activities continue “behind the scenes” at Tiskilwa Historical Society.   

We’re proud to welcome a new Autumn Blaze maple tree to our west lawn, 
donated and planted in loving memory of Delmar Beams by Juanita Roberts-

Beams, Leslee Beams Stacker 
(THS ’75) and David Stacker 
(THS ‘71). Just as Delmar was 
always on hand in our 
commuity to lend a helping 
hand or offer good advice on a 
complicated project, this 
young tree will grow in his 
memory to provide shade and 
beauty for years to come. 

Others assisting in the planting were Bill Wendle, Gary Podobinski, Jan Wagner 
(THS ’55), and Christy Senneff (THS ‘81 and photographer).  

To lift spirits a bit during the week before Halloween, (Sure -- pun intended), the 
Tiskilwa Public Library and Tiskilwa 
Community Association sponsored The 
First Annual Scarecrow Contest. The 
competition included not only bragging-
rights, but also monetary awards for the 
funniest, most creative, and scariest. We 
whiffed on the prizes, but perhaps our 
unscary Ms. THS Volleyball and Mr. THS 
Football provided quite a few smiles for passersby on Main Street. 

Tiskie Trivia: Did you know that the stones that border our announcement case 
were donated by Jack Piacenti from the deteriorated 
structure adjacent to his building on Main Street? Jack 
saved the tall keystone and rectangular “corbels” for 
us. To complete the circle around the sign, Paul 
McCauley (THS ’59) donated and installed paving 
stones deserted years ago near the Tiskilwa depot. 

  The Wapsipinicon 
           A newsletter published quarterly by the 

     Tiskilwa Historical Society 
    Named “Volunteer Institution of the Year” in 2010 
               by the Illinois Association of Museums 
 

 
 
 

 Volume 15                      March 2020            Number 1   
Museum on Main 

and 
Gallery on Galena 
Our collection includes 

more than 7,500 
artifacts, displayed to 
preserve and interpret 

local history.  
The MoM is housed in 

an 1855 Illinois 
Historic Landmark 

Building at  
110 East Main Street. 

The GoG is in the 
former Legion Hall, 
550 North Galena.  

 
Museum Hours: 

Saturdays: 9 to 2 
Gallery Hours:  

First Saturdays: 10-1 

Admission is free, 
and our volunteers 

will show you 
around. 

~~~~ 

For private tours, 
call Ed Waca  

at 815.646.4016. 
 

Board of Directors 
2020 

 

  
 

 
Springtime Bursts Forth with a Bevy of Diverse Programs 
Our spring line-up of presentations truly has something for everybody. In keeping with our efforts to engage 
the entire community, we’ve scheduled four programs, each of which is “durn near” perfect for students, their 
parents, aunts, uncles, and grandparents, too.   
 
MONDAY, MARCH 9 at 7:00: In “Pre-Civil War Quilts: The Secret Codes to Freedom,” Connie Martin of 
Aurora will share the significance of quilt patterns with special stitching as messages to slaves escaping on the 

Underground Railroad. Connie’s multi-media program is based on extensive research into 
detailed, generation-to-generation stories as well as material preserved in a family Bible. 
Longtime T-H-S members may recall a fascinating presentation in 2013 by Connie’s mother, 
Dr. Clarice Boswell. We present this program in collaboration with the Tiskilwa Public 
Library, where young and not-so-young residents can find age-appropriate books about the 
Underground Railroad, including Dr. Boswell’s book: Lizzie’s Story: A Slave Family’s Journey 
to Freedom, a lively record of the life of Dr. B’s grandmother, whose parents were slaves.   

 
MONDAY, APRIL 13: We’ve invited John James Audubon, naturalist and artist, to Tiskilwa! Yes, we’re aware 
that John died in 1851, but author and storyteller Brian “Fox” Ellis will bring history to life 
in his portrayal of Audubon. The fame of this early American artist and naturalist 
continues through his distinctive illustrations of birds in their natural habitat. We invite 
you to spend an hour in Audubon’s studio, beginning at 7:00 p.m., as he shares tales of his 
adventures while recording every species of bird in North America. Audubon will charm 
and alarm you with stories of his travels into wild places. To make the evening fun, Brian 
is an expert in creating audience participation. Brian is part of the Illinois Humanities 
Council (I.H.C.) “Road Scholar” program that enables non-profit organizations such as 
ours to offer free humanities programs to our community.  
 
MONDAY, MAY 11 at 7:00 p.m.: “Mussels, Moonshine, and Music: Migrant Workers in the Early 20th Century 
along the Mississippi” – How’s that for a title to catch your attention?  Using artifacts, photos, oral histories, 

and toe-tapping fiddle music, the nationally recognized musician and historian 
Dennis Stroughmatt will guide us on an exciting voyage of discovery. He’ll 
introduce us to the lives of river-based folks who all worked across Illinois more 
than 100 years ago. A little-known fact is that the Midwest and upper South 
were once home to thousands of migrant families who lived and worked on 
rivers as sharecroppers, fishermen, mussel shellers, button cutters, traveling 
minstrels, and, yes, even moonshiners! Their work was hard, but they played 
hard too, reveling in the lively music they heard in Memphis and St. Louis. 
Dennis holds a master’s degree in history from SIU-Carbondale and a Certificate 

of French Quebecois Studies in Quebec. He is not only a musician but a passionate educator who entertains as 
he teaches. He is also a Road Scholar, whose presentation is made possible through a grant from the I.H.C.  
 
MONDAY, MAY 25: Beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the East Park on Memorial Day, U.S. Navy veteran Jennifer 
Fisher will emcee Tiskilwa’s annual Memorial Day Ceremony. An honor guard, a noteworthy speaker, and 
patriotic ceremonies will be part of the event. Immediately following the program, the Tiskilwa Historical 
Society will host an event at its new Gallery on Galena.  Specially planned activities will involve our military 
memorabilia as well as our realistic replica of a country schoolroom.   
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TISKILWA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

(Only the most recent additions to our membership list)
Thank you to those listed below who have joined or renewed since 

our September issue. For 2020, we set a new record:  348 members! 
New & Renewed Individuals & Families 

Louise Nora (Chicago) 
Lynn & Kathy Hultine (Princeton) 

New and Renewed Sponsors

Friends
Ron Dickerson (Germantown Hills) 

Glenn Philpott (Swansea) 
Bev Miller Read (Princeton) 

Promoters
Janet Anderson Frazier (Pawnee)  
Gerald Gutshall (Downers Grove) 

Patron
Marcia Wheeler Johnson (Chillicothe)

A Visit to Hungry World Farm, Tiskilwa 
On a bright and sunny Sunday afternoon in September, 
several T-H-S members and the Hungry World Farm staff 

strolled the grounds of the HWF 
farmstead. With masks in place 
and appropriately distanced, we 
gained insights about the history 
of this 
plot of 

land as well as the purpose and 
mission of this local two-year-old 
organization. We finished our day 
with “homegrown” apple juice 
sipped in the fresh country air. 

2020 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
For this issue only, we’ve used the postal mail for all 
members; however, the digital newsletter is always 
available on our website. We’ve enclosed a renewal 
form and envelope. Above your name on the address 
label is the date of your most recent renewal. We 
appreciate your support, and we hope it continues! 

IN    MEMORIAM 

Thank you for the memorials received since our September issue. 

Betty Bauer 
Thelma Knapp Casper 

Doris Gustafson Giltner 
Robert & Doris Gutshall 

Bill Joiner 
Robert Joiner 

Lois Gingery Milton 
 Arthur “Coopie” Nelson 

“Cornerstone” Sign at Museum on Main 
As we reported in the September issue, the cornerstone 

from the 1911 Tiskilwa High School is now situated  
to the right of the steps in the Indian Rock Garden.  

We used postcard photos and a plate image  
to detail the old school’s history. 

Princeton Graphics created an 18 x 11 sign based on our design. 
[Photos counter-clockwise from upper left] 
1.“Laying the cornerstone of the new township high school”; 
2. “Bird’s eye view of new township high school, Sept. 14,
1911”;  3. 1950 construction of the gymnasium;  4. View of
old high school in the days when two trees spread their
branches across Washington Street!

Country Christmas Festivities Canceled for 2020
We’ll miss spreading cheer on the second Saturday of 

December this year, but we hope to pull together 
by staying apart to overcome this dreadful pandemic. 
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Editor’s note: In our early issues, we printed these reminiscences
sent to us in 2008 by Davis Battey (THS ’65). His glimpses of 
Tiskilwa in the 1950s hold heartwarming memories of days gone by.

Growing up in Tiskilwa by Davis Battey
Sledding in Town: Growing up in town, we had our favorite 
sledding hills. My first experience or recollection was climbing 
the hill above Fritz and Jane Flaherty's house and coasting 
down and across the vacant lot next to their house.  

Davis and his brother B.R. enjoying the snow, circa 1951 

Some would try to coast across the street and into the park, 
but I don't recall ever making it that far. Later on, we used the 
hill above where Eric Paull now lives and would easily make it 
to the street from there. Sometimes there was a fence across 
the bottom of the hill and it seems to me there was a gate.  If 
the gate was closed, our run would be limited by a sharp turn 
at the bottom to avoid the fence. 

There were also several areas in the east end of 
town. Probably the most prominent one was the hill facing east 
behind Keith and Marilyn Nye's home, where kids have 
been sledding forever. 

Phone Company: Above Anderson’s Tap on Main Street 
was the phone company switchboard. If I recall correctly, the 
switchboard was staffed by no more than two operators at any 
given time. Memory fails me on all the names of the operators, 
but Grace Whitfield comes to mind. Those ladies were 
always nice to me, but in retrospect I know they probably 
didn’t appreciate unannounced visits from kids running up the 
outside stairs leading to the second-floor entrance. I recall the 
number at the Curtis & Battey Lumberyard was 12. Often, 
I would arrive home from school and discover something 
lacking in the snack department. When I would call the 
lumberyard to notify my mother of the deficiency, the operator 
might inform me that she had just seen my mother walking to 
the post office or for afternoon coffee with Esther Keithley 
and Mary Palmieri at Special Foods Café. Later, the operator 
would automatically put my call through when she saw my 
mother returning to the office. And while the old candlestick-
style phones with a wooden cabinet were the phones 
commonly found in most stores and homes in the 1950s, the 
phone (installed in 1956) in our new home in the country was 
similar in every respect to a desktop dial phone, except the 
familiar old magneto crank was on the face where the dial 
would be on a newer phone.  

Post Office: Many people remember the post office at its 
former location, now the pizza place. Billy Adams pushed a 
large two-wheeled cart to the Rock Island depot to pick up the 
mail from express trains twice a day. Into the late 1950s or 
early 1960s, you could still see the mail car grab a mail sack 
hanging from the semaphore as the train sped on its way. 

The Meat Market and Locker: To the east of the library was 
a butcher shop operated by Wilbur Rheeling and Howard 
Roggy. I enjoyed going there because, much like an old-
fashioned cracker barrel, they had various kinds of cookies 
they purchased in bulk which were sold by the piece. We 
always knew we were in for a treat at the Meat Market. 

In the back of the store with a separate outside 
entrance, there was a walk-in freezer with individual locker 
cabinets. At that time, few people had the convenience of a 
home freezer, and here they could rent storage for various 
food such as homegrown vegetables, meats. A small building 
behind it was used for making lard, in later years, by a butcher 
named Bickett.  

 My other memory of Rheeling and Roggy concerns 
the Curtis & Battey Grain Elevator that stood near the old 
stockyards along the Rock Island railroad on Sycamore. When 
it came time to close the large grain elevator around 1950, 
those two men purchased the building, dismantled it by hand, 
and used the salvaged material to build two new homes on 
South Main in Princeton. While I was only about 3 years of age 
at the time, I vaguely remember the elevator across from my 
dad’s lumberyard. Only at some later point did I realize it 
wasn’t there anymore.  

When we first opened the museum in 2006, Grace Whitfield donated 
several photos of Roggy and Rheeling dismantling the elevator.  

The Opera House: At the northeast corner of Main and 
Sycamore Streets west of the library, there was a two-story 
brick building. When I was growing up, Alvin Brandt had a 
farm equipment store there. Later, Francis Flaherty operated 
an Allis Chalmers Sales and Repair shop. I believe the building 
collapsed in 1978. In early days, the lower part of the building 
was known as the Big Store. Above it was what was called 
the Opera House, with an outside stairway to the second floor. 
On two or three occasions, I had the opportunity to see the 
inside of the old Opera House while hanging around with Tom 
Schertz or perhaps Joe Flaherty, who served as accomplices 
in snooping. We climbed the stairs on the west side of the 
building and entered at the rear of an auditorium. I would say 
it was smaller than the study hall at the old high school. The 
walls were discolored from age and the “stage” consisted of a 
raised platform, not much larger in width and depth than the 
raised platform in the study hall at old THS. [Continued on p.4] 
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Updates for Gallery on Galena and Museum on Main 

Many thanks to the volunteers who keep the wheels 
turning at both museums. Here are recent activities. 

Behind the Scenes at Museum on Main 
Once a month or so, our faithful scrapbookers, Melvina Lewis 
and Phyllis Sims (THS ’54), stop by to update our “events 
yearbook” as well as our binder for obituaries. For many 
years, Melvina completed this task with her Lone Tree School 
buddy, Dorothy Ary (THS ’50). When Dorothy passed away in 
March, Phyllis stepped in to help. With scissors and glue 
sticks at the ready, these intrepid toilers sit at the kitchen 
table to sort through clippings and make sense of it all. 

Our Annual “Salute to Veterans” 
Connects with Open House, Virtual Tour 

On November 11, our traditional Salute to Veterans took on 
an “In-the-Year-of-COVID-19” look. On that day, both virtual 
and in-person tours were available at our Gallery on Galena. 

In fact, if you missed viewing the 14:34-minute “Salute” and 
walkabout at the Gallery, a link for the YouTube video is still 
posted on Tiskilwa Historical Society’s Facebook page as well 
as at our website, tiskilwahistoricalsociety.org, FB’s Tiskilwa 
Alumni site, and FB Tiskilwa Informational site. Thanks to 
members Jennifer & Kory Fisher for posting it on Kory’s 
YouTube account. We feel that our outreach was successful 
because at press time in mid-November, 96 viewers had 
visited one of these sites to watch the video. 

Beginning with Whitney Houston’s iconic performance of the 
National Anthem at Superbowl XXV in 1991, the tour shows 
the neighborhood location of the GoG and then takes a look 
around, inside and out. Try it. We think you’ll like it! Oh yes, 
don’t miss a surprise cameo by board member Bill Wendle. 

Masked visitors, Connie Kauffman (THS ’69) and Jennifer Fisher 
paused for a moment on Veterans Day near GoG’s “Women in the 
Military” area.  Jennifer stands next to her Navy Corpsman uniform. 

Farewell to the Bureau Valley Chief
Thank you to John and Ginger Murphy (THS ’66 and ’68,

respectively) on their five decades of service to and support of 
our community with their newspaper and printing businesses.

Their retirement marks the end of a long run 
of newspapers in Tiskilwa, stretching back to 1856.

Best wishes to the Murphys! 

Security Systems for T-H-S Museums  
Presented as Memorial for Beverly Beams 

When Mark Beams (THS ’72) recently visited Tiskilwa from his 
home in Kentucky, he expressed his special gratitude for the 
large number of donations made in memory of his mother, 
Bev Beams. After taking care of needs at Tiskilwa Community 
Church, Mark and his wife Cindy (THS ’76) turned to T-H-S 
with an offer to purchase and install security systems for our 
two museum campuses. The Board will be discussing options 
including sensors for entry, motion, smoke, and temperature.  

On October 29, Mark Beams [standing] presented his ideas about a 
new security system for our society’s two museums. Listening to the 
options: Ed Waca [far left], Randy Senneff and Christy Senneff.  

Early Television    [Davis Battey memoir, continued from page 3] 

Living in Tiskilwa in the early '50s presented its own obstacles 
as far as television viewing was concerned. Living in the 
shadow of "The Hill" prevented a strong clear signal from 
reaching most homes nestled in the extreme west end of the 
village. Long before Dish Network or Comcast Cable 
existed, some local entrepreneurs set about solving the 
problem. Roger Hughes and Bill Vowels put an antenna 
on the hill above the funeral home and strung wire down 
the hill and extended it on public utility poles to the Vowels’ 
residence.   

The Vowels would put their TV on the front porch and 
neighbors would gather on their lawn to watch Friday night 
boxing matches. And if the utility company "accidentally" 
cut their wire . . .  after a respectable waiting period, Bill 
and Roger set about stringing it back up.    

DO YOU HAVE MEMORIES TO SHARE? LET US KNOW! 

Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com 

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com 
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A Whole Lotta Let Me Call You Sweetheart Goin’ On! 

Wapsi ’

Please help us out if we missed a few couples! 
Ruth Hare & Edward Quick, Alta Bachman & Harry Quick, Cleo Longman & 
Laurence Brown, Mildred Bachman & Harold Thompson, Grace Blazey & 
Duke Durfee, Miriam Albee & Walter Rosenquist, Margaret Steimle & Dale 
Hunter, Margaret Yarrington & Ernest Burress, Mabel Steimle & Art Hedrich, 
Mary Blessing & Francis Steimle, Marie Johnston & Charles Steimle, Mabel 
McKee & Lawrence Nye, Helen Longman & Bill O’Neill, Loretta Johnston & 
Leo O’Neill, Madeline Law & Bud Nordstrom, Helen Anderson & Ed 
Pettegrew, Bernadine VanDervort & Wilbur Brokaw, Winnie VanDervort & 
Donald Bacon, Helen Mills & Ray Marcum, Dorothy Brokaw & Homer Miller, 
Eleanor Bacon & Cliff Schertz, Evelyn Verbeke & Ralph Farley, Yvonne Stalter 
& Bill Perry, Phyllis Lundeen & Tweet Vaughn, Elaine Burress & Dudley 
Bowers, B.J. Lee & David Fredenhagen, Marie Quick & Jack Longman, Patricia 
Fredenhagen & Donald Bachman, Carolyn Smucker & Roger Hughes, Marilyn 
Pierson & Keith Nye, Dorothy Downey & Fran Ary, Kathryn Feldges & Bob 
Gorman, Janice Nye & Bill Jamison, Rita Westman & Clarence Compton, 
Charlotte Joiner & Don Morris, Phyllis Elmore & Charles Sims, Pat Hughes & 
Quentin Broeren, Janet Judy & Ralph Wagner, Barbara Battey & Don Sims, 
Nancy Nordstrom & Bernie Cotter, Darla Durham & Fred Williams, Mary Ann 
Heller & David Norin, Judy Harrison & Ward Bivens, Nancy Lee & Jim Nevitt, 
Carolyn Hopper & Reid Bowers, Kay Madsen & Gene McCoy, Sandy Andersen 
& Gerald Sissel, Sharon Sissel & Bill Anderson, Carolyn Warren & Jerry Miller, 
Kay Warren & Bob Brokaw, Sandie Munson & Stub Friel, Nancy Cotter & Jerry 
Friel, Karen Friel & Jerry O’Neill, Barb Warren & Russ Wagner, Judy Wilkins & 
Glen Wright, Connie Floyd & Lee Miller, Joyce Grant & Larry Vaughn, Pat 
Nordstrom & David Rosenquist, Marion Turpen & Mike Gibson, Cheryl Snow 
& Arlyn Cook, Lynnae Miller & Jim McCoy, Barb Friel & Jay Perry, Rita Nevitt 
& Steve Salsman, Pat Sendelbach & Bob Law, Ginger Miller & John Murphy, 
Connie Magnuson & George Kauffman, Susan Bullington & Butch Friel, 
Barbara Hughes & John Taylor, Charlotte Hildenbrand & Ron Ziegler, Leslie 
Beams & David Stacker, Cindy Miller & Mark Beams, Phyllis Kaufmann & John 
Horst, Robin Borg & Jason Engel, Julie Cotter & Dan Sims, Kathie Bachman & 
Mickey Williams, Nita Braun & John O’Neill, Karlyn Casper & Terry Etheridge, 
Delois Thompson & Steve Birdsley, Wanda Sims & Gary Wagner, Julie 
Gustafson & Joe Bell, Jill Gustafson & Joe Kunkel, Laurie Miller & Jack 
Gustafson, Jill Sims & Ray Carrington, Nancy Joiner & Stan Harmon, Sally 
Compton & Paul Albrecht, Barb Brown & Jim Whitfield, Heather Forbeck & 
Mike McComber, Mary Miller & Joe Bartman, Lori Hamilton & David 
Compton, Kristi Hamilton & Doug Compton, Mary Jo Kunkel & Mike 
Gustafson, Sherry Sendelbach & Brian Hughes, Allison Miller & Don 
Thompson, Cara Burdick & Paul Marcum, Cathy Jamison & Randy Philhower, 
Christy Wagner & Randy Senneff, Crystal Bartman & Bill Vowels, Julie Brokaw 
& Dan Bitting, Karen Christiansen & Brian Wooden, Sherry Hockenbury & 
Barry Hughes, Michelle Prather & Mike Merkley, Nicole Miller & Erik Olson, 
Jamie Schertz & Tom Hassler, Jodi Merkley & Jared Piacenti, Angela Johnson 
& Don Thompson, Bobbi Jo Haun & Joe Russelburg, Heather Balensiefen & 
Wes Sampson. 

History Mystery for DECEMBER 

This postcard photo is labeled “Halloween Social, 10/30/15.” Yes, that’s 
NINETEEN fifteen -- as if there were any doubt. But you don’t have to be an 
ancient Tiskie to recognize the location.                 (Answer at top of column 2)  

History Mystery Solved: Did you guess that it’s the “Rumpus
Room” in the basement of the old (1911-1979) Tiskilwa High 
School? According to “When Tiskilwa Was Young” by Mary B. 
Steimle (THS ’23), basketball games were played down there 
until it became “inadequate” in 1921. At that time, the high 
school team started using the upper story of Russell’s Hall,
now owned by John Sims (THS ’74). Yes, players shot
through rafters up there, as old-timers like to tell us! 

Reader Response: West Park Bandstand
In the September issue, we asked for bandstand memories. 
These reminiscences from the 1950s were shared by Louise 
Nora (THS ’62), whose home was adjacent to the park.  

Main Street used to be a vibrant street with 
businesses, offices, restaurants, bars, and stores. On
Saturday nights, these were all open until 9:00 p.m. In
the summertime, there would often be a movie, shown
on a big screen perched up on the bandstand. I
remember seeing a war movie and crying to go home
because I knew war was a bad thing.

A couple of times a year, a "medicine man" 
would come to town and set up in the West Park. There 
would be several amusements, including a merry-go-
round, games where you tossed balls for prizes, a cotton 
candy machine, and the like. In the evening, the 
salesman would start his speech with testimonials about 
his "medicine" that was good for almost ANY ailment. 
People would go up to the stage and he'd engage them 
about their aches and give them a "special deal" on two 
bottles of the dark liquid. All this would last for a Friday
and Saturday and be gone by Sunday morning when 
people came to town for church.

A Collector’s Corner of Holiday Ideas
Suggested donations: T-shirt $15 (navy or gray); Long-sleeved 
gray shirt $20; Directory $15; DVDs = $10 each ($3 postage) 
ALUMNI DIRECTORY:  It’s quite handy to own this 2009 
booklet since it has a listing of all THS graduates (1878-
1995). In addition, it has a photo history of Tiskilwa’s 
schools and the Tiskilwa Alumni Association. 
“THE WAY WE WERE”: We offer three DVDs of Tiskilwa 
as captured through a camera lens during the 1950s, 
1970s, and 2009. Enjoy a virtual trip down Tiskilwa’s 
Memory Lane, with participants identified.  
LONG-SLEEVED GRAY SHIRT with TISKILWA printed down the sleeve in 
black letters.  Just right – for indoors! – this time of year.  
TISKILWA T-SHIRT in navy or gray, as modeled above by our museum 
mascot, Lance. Shirts available in varied sizes, including Youth. However, if 
we don’t have the special size that you want, we’ll put it on our next order.  

“Little things mean a lot . . .” If you’re shopping on 
Amazon for the holidays or anytime, 

’s easy!

(Hint: Tiskilwa Historical 
Society) ’

“ ” ’



“Autumn closin’ in” – Photo by Randy Senneff (THS ’73), 
our T-H-S  Board member who has a song lyric for every occasion.

 

We’ve again asked Dave Horst (THS ’74) to share one of his photos. 
On a rainy October afternoon, he captured this riot of color 

on the road that locals affectionately call Pig Farm Hill. 

I L L I N O I S
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317 S Main St
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FULTON
1404 14th Ave
815-589-3232

www.central-bank.com
Search App Central Bank Illinois
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Indian Valley Inn
Tiskilwa (815.646.4244)

Mon - Sat: 
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Mike McComber, Ownero pay postage costs.

JOHN F.
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Trial Lawyer
∑

726 South Main Street
Princeton, IL 61356
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www.tiskilwahistoricalsociety.org 

Address Service Requested 

The Tiskilwa Inn, 155 High Street, has a storied history and a bright 
future. This 1848 home, one of Tisklwa’s oldest, has been elegantly 
restored by owners Bob Sash and Michael Kovacs. This view of the 
Italianate beauty is from the west; the early 20th-century photo in 
our page 3 feature is from the north. The resident innkeepers are 
putting on the finishing touches to welcome guests this month. 

Wapsipinicon Editors:  
Cecille Gerber, cecillegrbr2@gmail.com 

Jane Jones, jjones215@gmail.com 

These generous businesses help
pay printing and postage costs.
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